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STRUCTURE 

 The paper advocates that economic development is important and
is not caused by the underlying economic factors alone.

 The paper aims to establish that social factors and individual traits
together make economic interventions effective.

 In the quest for an integrated theory for economic development,
the paper finds the ideological paradigm of Sri Sri Thakur Anukul
Chandra as the most apt solution.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS A SOCIAL IMPERATIVE
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For most poor people, it can be said that poverty is either inherited by them or imposed by

external conditions. Therefore, it is one of the primary duties of State to create conditions to

unshackle people out of abject poverty and leave them at threshold level of self-reliance.
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IT IS EVOLVING –
ECONOMIC & POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHIES AND DEBATE 
CONTINUES  
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responsibility of 
State to provide 
common 
facilities so that 
even a person 
dispossessed of 
material wealth 
can lead a life of 
minimum 
dignity.



IS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOLELY AN ECONOMIC FACTOR BASED PHENOMENA? 
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IS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOLELY AN ECONOMIC FACTOR BASED PHENOMENA? 

 It is possible that this person can be made healthy by 

providing public health facility.

 He could have been educated by investing in public 

education system.

 He can be supported with some finances through 

banking system for him to be self employed.

 He must have clean water to drink and pure air to 

breath.

 He must be surrounded with family and friends to keep 

his spirit up. 

 He must have public transportation for his mobility. 

Can you 

make this 

person 

rich? 

All these are Social factors, supportive of 

Economic Development 



PERSONAL TRAITS ARE CONDITIONS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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PERSONAL TRAITS ARE CONDITIONS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Can this 

man be 

made 

rich?

 This person must have skill, capability, attitude 

and willingness to be a productive agent in the 

system.

 This person should have spirit to learn, to exert, 

to excel and to achieve. 

 This person must be competent and must believe 

in his own competence.
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Transformation 



CAN A SOCIETY STEEPED IN BACKWARDNESS BE ECONOMICALLY DEVELOPED?



CAN A SOCIETY STEEPED IN BACKWARDNESS BE ECONOMICALLY DEVELOPED?

A society with scientific spirit and without superstitious belief is better

equipped to face challenges of life.

Economic development is outcome of the spirit of value addition, derived

from experimentation, innovation and challenging the status quo.

Superstition thrives on poverty and poverty feeds superstition. There

has to be intervention to break the vicious circle.

Open society, having less inequality amongst the social groups and

less regards to hierarchy and feudalistic values are prone to

experimentation and innovation. Such societies are capable of

breaking the barriers and create values for all sections of society.



FAMILY, SOCIETY AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS FEED AND NURTURE THE SPI RIT 
OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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FAMILY, SOCIETY AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS FEED AND NURTURE THE SPI RIT 
OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The spirit to work, to achieve, to excel etc are mostly 

individual traits, which are largely genetically wired, 

but needs feeding and nurturing at family level and 

at society level. 

The social and particularly 

educational system must inculcate 

the drive and spirit of learning, 

doing, exerting and achieving.

If people in large number in a society do possess and cultivate 

these traits, then economic activities find ground to blossom. 
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Given the opportunities, a 

society with entrepreneurial 

ethos is will pick up threads 

of economic development 

faster than another society 

with laidback approach to 

work initiative. 

Economic system and 

developmental interventions 

work more effectively in a 

society where workforce 

are capable, innovative, 

enterprising and can 

withstand hardship.



SOCIAL CAPITAL AS DYNAMICS OF DEVELOPMENT 

Sociologists have recognized the role of social capital and social innovations as 

tools central to the creation of improved living environment.  

Values created by Social Capital 

Decrease of asymmetric information, share on trust and 

knowledge, decrease in transaction cost, gaining competitive 

power, increasing in participation in political life and 

community organization, adjustment of income distribution and 

acceleration of economic growth 



SOCIAL ZONE IN DEVELOPMENT GOAL & DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
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 Community approach to public 

services & facilities 

 Micro / cooperative Banking

 Community health center 

 Social security and safety net 



THEORY OF INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT – SRI SRI THAKUR ANUKUL CHANDRA
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EVERY PERSON CONSTITUTES NUCLEUS OF SOCIETY

A Capable, self determined, 

surrendered person 

Ideal – Sri Sri

Thakur Anukul

Extend the barriers & 
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Reform & refine habits and instincts maintaining purity, patience and perseverance  



SRI SRI THAKUR’S CONCEPT OF SOCIETY THAT SUPPORTS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

For Sri Sri Thakur, poverty is a disease that can be eradicated

by application of intellect, enterprise and service.

Innovative ways of rendering service and earning someone’s

favour is the key to business.

Success in business is a test of one’s serviceable attitude and

ability to act in the face of odds. Observance of Sri Sri

Thakur’s ideological principles in action would make one a

successful business man.

Obstacles are to be smashed and managed.



BUILDING BLOCKS FOR SOCIAL COHESION AND SOCIAL COMMITMENT 

 भातभूृज्य

 भूतभूज्य

 Commitment to self, family, society for present and 

future 

 Freewill and self determination 

 State role is limited by individual liberty, group 

dynamics and private ownership of properties. 



 A common living Ideal for the society.

 Love for the Ideal. 

Observance of Sri Sri Thakur’s principles in a social 

set up is a precondition for economic development.  




