
 

 

  

Disruption in Faith 
 

Many of us personally may not be aware of our own faith quotient. 
Nevertheless, we are able to manage ourselves at our personal 
plane of existence reasonably well. Faith constitute a deep 
psycho-spiritual mooring, which works almost involuntarily in the 
system. Faith quotient varies from person to person and it 
evolves as a person matures. Some people of course 
consciously cultivate to scale up their faith quotient. They 
probably belong to devotee type, who explicitly pursue cult of 
devotion and inner engineering. Examination of subjective faith 
quotient is fraught with complexities; the first imponderable being 
who will conduct the study of faith quotient for anybody? At times, 
self-assessment works well and this article is intended to be an 
aid for self-assessment.   

Faith Defined 

Faith quotient refers to such abstractions of existence which 
relate to one’s belief on God and with those aspects of life which 
are linked to belief, values and confidence. Faith quotient seeks 
to identify and assess a person’s orientation, direction and 
intensity of having reliance on God. God of course is known by 
numerous forms, manifestations and concepts. Each person 
carries belief on some form of personalized form of God or 
representative of God.   

For mysterious reason, faith happens to be the basis of God 
consciousness. God remains in the realm of consciousness on 
the basis of faith. Not many people are known to have 
encountered God in person, but God is said to exist unseen on 
the basis of realization, presumption, tradition and scriptural 
inscription and what not. Relationship with God is certainly not an 
easy affair to maintain. Nor is it easy to explain. Faith 
nevertheless is said to be a tool for retaining the relationship with 
God.     

Faith Under Disruption  

We are living in an era, which is characterized by vibes that 
appear to signal confused frame of faith. As if, there prevails 
something known as crisis of faith. Crisis in faith is being felt 
almost everywhere in the world, at varying scale and proportion. 
The complexity of the crisis has significantly been raged up in the 
post COVID 19 era and in the aftermath of commencement of 
war in February 2022. The shape and contour of this crisis, 
though said to be at its high intensity, is not identical for all 
sections of society and for all age groups. The crisis in faith has 
taken different expressions for different societal groups. Some 
generic manifestations of this crisis are lack of commitment, 
uncertainty about future, lack of trust on others, symptoms of 
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withdrawal and wild reliance on more than one divine forces and 
so on. 

It is not that anyone is questing the absolute sense of divinity and 
the belief about existence and supremacy of God. That means to 
say that faith is not on erosion, but faith is being less understood 
and perhaps is used as a tool to polarize. There is probably too 
much of faith in the air which is breeding ambivalence and 
confusion. There is more religiosity; more of rituals and high 
display of symbolisms. Faith is being identified with multiple sub 
identities.  

People are seen to be very desperate to reach out to God; but 
where is God available? The beggar on the street and the rich in 
the luxury mansion both are seeking God’s mercy; though for 
different reasons. Existential struggle, intense competition, 
success by chance, privilege by positions; all these have 
heightened the role of faith, prayer and blessings. Everyone 
seems to be in the race on the road of faith; but the road seems 
to be fraught with ambiguity, haziness, multi direction and 
cobwebs of herd mentality. So faith is being tested in the 
wilderness of multiplicity, by the speed and omnipresence of 
digital application and by the play of ambitions for power, position 
and recognition.   

Focus in faith, purity in prayer, perseverance in practice of faith 
seem to be the casualties. Faith is lost in high decibel publicity, 
promoted by high pixel camera and social media. All VIPs are 
flashing their pictures in sanctifies places of worship. Are these 
visits mean faith in practice or do these visits display faith for the 
gallery? Faith is a value with intrinsic reward that goes with 
surrender and sublimation. But when faith is traded like a 
commodity and publicized for popularity, then what happens to 
the value of faith? 

Commoditization of faith, in the sense of trading faith for material 
gain and popularity, has robbed sanctity and divinity from the 
practice of faith. Hence, honest and experimental minds are 
severely challenged to find pure faith anywhere. Then they come 
to believe; as if it is money and means to earn money that alone 
matters. Faith is not seen to provide the better and nobler aspects 
of life. For sceptics, who are not able to place faith in 
earnestness, faith is considered to be associated with poverty, 
struggle, backwardness and filth.  

At times, so called faithful folks are seen to play hypocrisy in the 
grab of professing faith. Some popular and powerful people are 
seen to brandish their faith to reinforce their position. Is faith 
under these situations merits to be known as a virtue?  

Some visible contrasts remain irreconcilable to inexperienced 
mind. On the one hand, there appears scene of a faithful trying 
hard to counter desperation. For example, there are scenes and 
situations where virtuous and faithful persons might be struggling 
and suffering. Whereas, on the other side, celebrities of various 
genre might be seen to swear skill and competence, without 



 

subscribing to any faith publicly. These contrasts usually puts the 
credential of faith in low light. Who then stands a chance to be 
ideal for the youths?  

Above disruptions (or distortion?), happening both at individual 
and at societal level, are coming with series of changes. And 
changes are being accepted as inevitable. These changes are 
accompanied by multiple other changes and prime amongst 
those are related to technology. Faith, equipped with the 
technology wing, is adjusting with the new age lifestyle and 
drawing justification to be ephemeral and effervescent. Articles 
of faith, such as worship, places of pilgrim, rituals, offerings, are 
getting standardized as per reasoning and logic according to 
living standard of individual and communities. And those are not 
untouched by the demonstration effect that usually goes with 
luxury consumption. Faith is no more confined to inner thoughts 
and expressed in behaviors alone; faith is getting expressed 
louder and being exhibited with grandeur. It is falling into a 
pattern of performance and delivery, in line with behavioral 
science, and is being packaged where style is combined with 
substance.    

Focus and Future of Faith   

Faith generally is seen to flow from culture. The ecology of faith 
is grounded on acceptance of ideology and obedience. There are 
associated processes like experimentation, communication and 
verifications, all spurring realizations. Faith is the foundation for 
furtherance. Faith is the fulcrum for purity, patience and 
perseverance. Faith is a focused attention on experimented laws 
of nature and provisions of providence.  

Faith to be real must be grounded on an ideology that sustains 
being, promotes becoming and invites belonging. There is no 
room for blind faith and at the same time there is hardly any 
scope for impetuous defiance and blanket rejection. If faith is 
cultivated on the ground of science and remains open to 
adaptation, then faith has promise for future. On the other hand, 
if faith hinges on fear, expectation and community chorus, then 
faith may become baggage.  

Need of the hour is perhaps to accord faith longevity and 
direction. Faith has to rest on living ideology on the basis of 
examples and practice for superior consciousness. Publicity for 
popularity runs the risk of pulling down faith onto the pedestal of 
antiquity and hypocrisy. Faith and devotion are best bred in the 
ecosystem of idealism and value bred love.   

Faith is the Bedrock of Possibility 

If faith is meant to assert, then faith is mother of all actions to 
start. It of course remains a question of considerable realization 
as to what to assert. Along with assertion comes relationship and 
responsibility. Without having faith, beginning of result oriented 
action seems like a void.  



 

“Faith makes everything possible. Hope makes everything work. 
Love makes everything beautiful”, thus goes a saying. Faith 
appears to have something in it that causes things to happen. It 
is hard to explain the direct causality between faith and 
possibility, as there lies a lot of psychological bearings between 
the two. However, two strings of causalities appear to be obvious. 
First is that the faithful moves with confidence that his faith has 
the power to create favorable conditions and mobilize supports, 
mentally or otherwise, to make things happen, overcoming 
hurdles if any. Secondly, the object (may be, the subject) of faith 
is believed to be endowed with such power that can mobilize 
nature for specific ends. It works like two way traffic, between the 
faithful and the object of faith. The power of faith works internally 
on the faithful through self-driven automated process, a psycho 
spiritual algorithm. The help that comes from external source in 
mobilizing favorable factors may be called as spiritual power.  

Faith thus has the characteristics of a double edged sword. A 
center of faith (on whom faith is reposed on) is thus an essential 
feature of a faithful’s life. The relationship between the faithful 
and the subject of faith is called devotion. Faith and devotion 
appear to go together, as the faithful struggles with his or her life 
and destiny.  

Though faith is a commonly used word, the lines on which faith 
is held need not be uniform for all the people. The type, intensity 
and pattern of faith therefore varies widely from person to person. 
The contours of faith may run aligned with the ideology one holds 
dear.  

Faith in Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra’s Ideology  

Unwavering adherence to the principles and dicta of Sri Sri 
Thakur Anukul Chandra is the essence of having faith on Sri Sri 
Thakur. An active follower of Sri Sri Thakur believes that Sri Sri 
Thakur, as Guru, remains at the center of his world; it is a 
concentric life. This would essentially mean that all the activities 
of the follower are dedicated to Sri Sri Thakur and are validated 
by Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology. So all the works are done with 
sanctity of worship and outcomes are taken as his blessings. The 
so called success and failure of all the initiatives are viewed as 
complicated outcome of number of variables which Sri Sri Thakur 
has explained in his ideology. Significantly, Sri Sri Thakur’s 
ideology provides focused and detailed recipes of success and 
achievement. Sri Sri Thakur leads his followers on the path of 

action (कर्म), knowledge (ज्ञान) and devotion (भक्ति). He takes 

charge of life of each devotee, varying with the degree of 
surrender that a follower subjects himself or herself. While a 
follower is assured of his or her direction and support, the journey 
entails the struggle and tribulations that are part of life and law of 
nature. So faith on Sri Sri Thakur is action oriented, focused, 
guided and devoid of reliance on unrealistic expectation and 
illusion. Some magical and miracle element of course remains 
associated with a follower’s experience, but those come out of 
combined exercise of free will and divine grace. Miracle, in Sri Sri 



 

Thakur’s ideology, has been demystified by way of outcome of 
mixture of heightened performance, modulated fate and divine 
manipulation, following law of (unseen and unknown) 
providence.     

The underlying premise of the adherence is based on the fact 
that Sri Sri Thakur, as the latest incarnate, was embodiment of 
love, dharma and providence. This premise may appear to be bit 
strange to appreciate and accept. This premise, which holds Sri 
Sri Thakur’s personality as unknown and unknowable, is 
definitely not easy to understand. It is not meant to say that Sri 
Sri Thakur was anything incomprehensible for mass. No, it is just 
the opposite; in the sense that he was quite accessible, simple, 
and articulate. He received everyone, without exception, with 
utmost cordiality and affection. Despite his compelling presence 
here and now, he was seen to be present everywhere. His 
knowledge on any subject is as deep as the bottom of the ocean 
and as clear as crystal. It was not acquired knowledge; it was 
revealed knowledge. He was knowledge personified. He spoke 
the language of elementary knowledge on every subject and 
everything he said was his original.  

If that is the type Sri Sri Thakur belonged to, then to have faith on 
him for some, is found to be almost spontaneous. But to follow 
his ideology at times may not be that easy as it may mean 
considerable adjustment and modification in thought and 
behavior. So, to have faith means to have a disciplined and active 
life. “Faith is inert without active compassionate service”, says Sri 
Sri Thakur.  

For Sri Sri Thakur, to love is equivalent to have faith. Love is said 
to be the elixir of existence. “Concentric love for superior 
sublimates into divinity”, says Sri Sri Thakur. Sri Sri Thakur also 
says, ‘Love condenses into faith and faith conglomerates 
allegiance, adherence and active service for the Love Lord – the 
One.’  

“A pursuit, unfettered by reason, with an easy acceptance, - 
which leads one to beloved performance is faith, as I know”, says 
Sri Sri Thakur.   

Conclusion 

Faith quotient for a person undergoes changes due to various 
changing circumstances and conditions of life and surrounding. 
The change is welcome as long as it is existentially propitious. 
And that would happen if, faith is linked to a fulfilling ideology that 
permits flexibility and diversity.  

Faith, as a positive and balanced state of assertion, has been 
subjected to lot of disruption in today’s chaotic and commotion 
filled time. Individual’s existence has been a saga of struggle and 
his faith in supreme father is under threat from all possible 
angles. Need of the hour is to maintain tranquility, equanimity and 
equilibrium. A powerful ideology and a living ideal like that of Sri 
Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra provide hope and lead. A powerful 



 

mooring, a strong pivot and a tenacious anchor like the ideology 
of Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra is the need of the hour. It is 
imperative to have an ideology that keeps faith away from 
binding, belief away from superstition, principle away from 
dogma and a saviour away from sharks.   

Epilogue 

This reflection on faith is an expressive outcome of a question: in 
the cacophony of competitive and populist religious fervor and 
reference to undiluted tradition, where would I place my faith on? 
This is a very personal search for making life progressive and 
purposeful, the realization of which is partly contingent upon 
surrounding and circumstances that constitute the ecosystem. 
This is part of the ongoing search to know the likely outcome of 
what we profess and practice. In this search for bloom of life, 
there is definitely room for plurality and diversity of thought and 
expression, on the premise of ‘volitional concept of 
conglomeration’. The search for reality is never ending. Sri Sri 
Thakur Anukul Chandra wanted us to be ‘master of reality’ and 
to have ‘boon of providence’.                
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