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Living With Thakur and Working for Self –  
From Devotion to Action and Development  

 

 

A Note on Scope and Intent  

This article remains intentionally incomplete. The reflections presented here are not 

intended as a final statement on the subject, for the field of human experience itself remains 

unfinished. As individuals and societies continue to encounter new circumstances, fresh 

dimensions of living the ideal are likely to emerge. Two enduring forces make such 

enrichment inevitable: humanity's persistent urge for refinement through experimentation 

and innovation, and its instinctive drive for survival and growth in the face of ever-changing 

challenges. 

The discussion that follows is therefore concerned less with ideology in its doctrinal sense 

than with ideology in practice. The teachings of the Prophet of the Age constitute the 

enduring foundation; what continues to evolve is humanity's understanding, application, 

and lived experience of those teachings. This article should thus be read as a commentary 

on that ongoing process rather than as an attempt to add to or redefine the ideology itself. 

The unfolding interaction between ideal and practice is significant not only because it 

reveals the vitality of the ideology, but also because it generates the impulse for renewed 

human endeavour to walk the path shown by the Prophet of the Age. 

For devotees who never physically met Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra (1888-1969), the 

authentic way of ‘living with Thakur’ is not merely through devotional remembrance, ritual 

worship, or participation in satsang institutions, but through increasing alignment of life with 

His principles, expressed through expanding action, responsibility, self-development, social 

engagement, and constructive contribution to the wider world.   

 



Table 1 - Breakthrough Ideas 

 

• Living with Sri Sri Thakur is different from merely remembering Him.  

• Devotion is incomplete without action.  

• Self-development is a spiritual obligation.  

• Professional life and worldly accomplishment are not outside the ideological 
domain.  

• The wider society is a legitimate field of spiritual practice.  

• Dependence on Sri Sri Thakur does not eliminate personal initiative and effort.  

• Growth requires expansion beyond comfort zones. 

 

Context – Life with Living Thakur and Without Thakur 

For most of the devotees of our time, Sri Sri Thakur comes through realization, usually born 

out of devotion, submission and actions. We visualize His loving persona and get elated 

when His image comes live in our mind’s eye. It is said that His attributes related to 

consciousness gets transmitted and internalized in us, as we reflect on His persona. Sri Sri 

Thakur was physically present prior to 1969; and ever since then that personal and live 

encounter with Sri Sri Thakur, that was splendidly availed by the contemporary world, has 

been frozen in time. Sri Sri Thakur, the person, the incarnate, has now become an iconic 

image of our time, shining bright amidst the shadows of the past. Today, we have to collate 

His personal attributes and build a mental frame for ourselves, if we want to avail His 

association. That image making exercise is strenuous and of course involves enormous 

subjective variations. The treasures of realization usually dawn on us as outcome of our 

devotion, concentration, dedication and, thereafter, visualization goes on unfolding. These 

realizations are hard earned accumulated assets in our life’s journey. Many of us of course 

hold a steadfast belief as a given reality that Sri Sri Thakur remains relevant in unseen form 

and responds to our appeal and prayer in times of need.   



Sri Sri Thakur Came to be Known as God in Traditional Sense  

Devotees who were ushered into Sri Sri Thakur’s discipline after 1969 are solemnly deprived 

of seeing and associating with Sri Sri Thakur. Living with Sri Sri Thakur then provided a 

transformational opportunity, though the experience, varying from person to person, may 

not always be pleasant. It may be a grueling exercise to overstretch the limits, cutting across 

the barriers and experience moments of metamorphoses. Devotees of post 1969, 

nevertheless have come to know Sri Sri Thakur and do follow His philosophy. The depth and 

expanse of their knowledge about Sri Sri Thakur naturally would vary from one to the other. 

One common ground where they all meet is their belief that Sri Sri Thakur is the God 

incarnate. This image of godhood has been cast in stone by many of us as naturally as our 

culture accepts various other deities as manifestations of divinity.  

Today not much hesitancy is observed amongst people to bow down before the portrait and 

statue of Sri Sri Thakur. Mass acceptance of Sri Sri Thakur’s image as a redeemer of our time 

has perhaps become an enduring reality of today at societal level. There are innumerable 

temples, small and big, where Sri Sri Thakur is worshipped following traditional rites, rituals 

and fervors. The act of ceremonial worship, the setting of hallowed platform, together, create 

ambience of purity that evokes devotional feelings. All these in a sense appear as if we are 

content to place Sri Sri Thakur in the cast of our traditional paraphernalia. We try to attribute 

and invoke life in the portrait or the statue, as we find hard to trace the live Thakur.     

Traditional Godhood was Attributed to Sri Sri Thakur 

Some of us of course try to retrieve, recall and relive the personal charm of Sri Sri Thakur that 

was brilliantly reigning during the days of His live play, amidst today’s rituals and rhymes. An 

intimate feeling with Sri Sri Thakur and love relationship with Him is something what some 

of us cherish to cultivate. That intimacy puts Sri Sri Thakur above any worldly status. That 

status is something closer than the general acceptance of Sri Sri Thakur as Guru, the 

universal teacher. That relationship is one to one, akin to a leaf with the stem and the spirit 

in the matter; enjoyable and inalienable.  



The amalgamation of ‘contemporary living Ideal’ with the ‘traditional process of attribution’ 

perfectly align with the resilient spirit of Indian culture. Sri Sri Thakur’s image of a godhead 

as distinct from a personified living ideology happens to be the most suitable operating 

principle of Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology, post demise. While the appropriateness of the 

idolization is appreciable, the erosion of living person into a distant deity is perhaps 

deplorable, though not fully unjustified. Was it a requirement of our time which compelled 

us to offer the traditional form and protocol of worshipping Sri Sri Thakur? Sri Sri Thakur 

desired to remain live through our lives. The temple, the statue and the acts of ceremonial 

worship may be taken as one of the monumental measures to keep Sri Sri Thakur alive; as 

these rites and artifacts in no way diminish the aura of Sri Sri Thakur, if that consciousness 

is kept undiminished.   

Contextually, we encounter a cruel reality that Sri Sri Thakur is evidently being reduced to a 

cult, as distinct from a lovable personality. The cult of Purushottam, the towering image of 

the fulfiller the best, the lingering footprints of the colossal, finds its dominant sway today 

through rituals and prayers in the society. Society as a living collectivity is known for its 

multiple hues and dynamic flows. The society, as if, embraced Sri Sri Thakur as the divine 

deity of supreme stature and offered a high pedestal in the pantheon of godheads. Society 

found it convenient to accord an imaginary status, as we the disciples at large found it just 

enough and elevating to do so.  

If the devotee's relationship with Sri Sri Thakur remains confined to remembrance, ritual 

participation, emotional attachment or institutional belonging, the transformative intent of 

the Ideal remains only partially fulfilled. Sri Sri Thakur repeatedly directed attention toward 

life, conduct, growth, achievement and fulfilment. Devotion acquires its practical meaning 

only when it generates progressive and heightened activities. The real test of attachment to 

the Ideal therefore lies in what one becomes and what one contributes being guided and 

inspired by Sri Sri Thakur. 

 

 



Submission and Allegiance  

Acts of submission and allegiance to ideology are just the beginning of a devotee’s life’s 

journey. An average devotee’s life invariably happens to be a saga of struggle, as the devotee 

remains engaged in outgrowing his boundaries. A devotee, remaining within the operating 

ideological system of Sri Sri Thakur, exists in the intersection of worldly affairs, material 

possession and spiritual consciousness. Here the challenge is akin to that of dexterity of a 

maestro who effortlessly is seen to play multiple instruments in symphony. Surrendering to 

the grace of Sri Sri Thakur is a kind of psychological process that keeps us under care of Sri 

Sri Thakur. The tenor of life takes Ideal centric path, supposedly getting elevated inclination.  

Play of Freewill – Self with Society  

Working for self essentially intends to connote working for self-development, with focus on 

building capability, capacity and competence. It is development with respect to the 

existential being, the whole person, together with the surroundings the person operates in. 

Self comes together with environment that includes natural and social settings. Self, by its 

attributes, goes with responsibility, responsiveness and enlightenment. The ambit of 

working for self is conterminous with working around the self, for both inside and outside, 

with concentration, intensity and continuity. Here, the call for action rests with the individual 

and the responsibility of the individual remains undiluted. Every person is located at the 

center of his or her universe and he or she is responsible for designing that universe.    

Degree and intensity of activities, determining the outcome and effectiveness have got 

different connotation for each individual. Sri Sri Thakur made such provision that each of his 

devotee ought to scale higher than the highest peak. That scale of activities, besides being 

output of a higher dexterity, requires focused attention. It begins with awareness of the 

existence, its preservation, promotion and proliferation. Then come a wave of ceaseless 

expansion, growth, accomplishments, all leading to fulfilment and joy.    

Sri Sri Thakur promoted the play of freewill as distinct from predetermination as supposedly 

ordained. The combined play of freewill of a devotee and the will of Sri Sri Thakur are issues 

of serious significance, calling for high order of urge for action. This may run contrary to 



passive reliance on Sri Sri Thakur as, more often than not, we are found to do. Trust and 

dependance on Sri Sri Thakur are signs of intimacy; not without dexterity and dedication. It 

requires high order of devotion that can balance out self-reliance with divine will. Sri Sri 

Thakur’s wish for wellbeing has to be matched by the person’s own effort towards the 

desirable. Irrespective of degree of maturity of person, there seems to be no substitute to 

exertion with confidence.  

A devotee out of abundant love for Sri Sri Thakur also loves the surroundings, including the 

society and environment. That love gets numerous expressions by way of service and 

sympathy. There is no room for any conflict in promoting self-interest while being sensitive 

and sympathetic towards others in the society. Hence a self-conscious devotee is found to 

be good at concern for others and particularly for those who may at times be found at 

distress.   

Figure 1. Living with Sri Sri Thakur as a progressive movement from devotion to self-
development, action, contribution and fulfilment. 
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Practice Zone One - Adherence to Ideology  

After submission comes the challenge of adherence to the ideology. This in other words 

means following the principles of Sri Sri Thakur and applying the principles in situations that 

life encounters with. As we put Sri Sri Thakur’s principles into practice, we inescapably get 

into arena of action. Sri Sri Thakur has laid out principles; some are universal and some 

specifics, which in conjunction with love for Sri Sri Thakur, propel a person to the turmoil of 

actions. Following the principles of Sri Sri Thakur at times may run contrary to our habits and 

instincts. To reorient the habits, instincts and shaping up of the inherent attitudes may 

amount to creating conflict with the entrenched self, along with status quoist surroundings. 

These create pain points in short terms. There comes the staunchness of adherence, that 

maintains purity, patience and perseverance in accomplishment.    

Sri Sri Thakur, with his personal attributes and magnetic pull, represent world of joy, love and 

mastery. We, with our temporal living, attempt to bring Sri Sri Thakur into our world. This 

interaction at times may have all the trials and trauma of unremitting tussle. But in the long 

run, we do understand that it is possible to live with Sri Sri Thakur in our world, with triumph 

and tranquility. This living, coming in synch with Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology, requires experience 

and expertise which one gathers as one proceeds.   

Adherence to ideology is generally considered to be a deeply personal affair. It requires 

binding the self and life into certain axiomatic disciplines. It calls for determination, 

steadfastness, goal setting and timely execution. It all happens both in the realm of 

consciousness and also in the domain of activities of the devotee during the whole day. Sri 

Sri Thakur’s ideology, with clarity and precision, play decisive role in this space of adherence 

and practice.      

Adherence to ideology at times stand contrast to love and attachment for Sri Sri Thakur. 

While the former falls in action zone, the latter may fall in the zone of emotion. To remain in 

zone of adherence requires purposefulness and consciousness, while to love Sri Sri Thakur 

can lead to passivity, if not combined with intensity and activity. Love for Sri Sri Thakur can 

be said to be anchor, while adherence can be likened to propellor.  



Practice Zone 2 - Worldly Action  

Many of us, constituting the core and lifelong devotees of Sri Sri Thakur, reside and operate 

in the worldly zone of action. This is a zone of enlightened pursuit, inspired action and 

community service, born out of elevated consciousness. This also constitute the hardest 

spiritual zone, by any philosophical standard, that help cause transformation. Here 

transformation comes through acquisition, achievement and (positive) assertion. But the 

process is not autonomous; nor is it straight forward and predestined. Here comes the 

challenging part of following Sri Sri Thakur, which among others are discipline, pure and 

purposeful conducts, austerity, serviceable approach and dedication. Here Sri Sri Thakur is 

observed to play dual roles simultaneously. On the one hand, he stands firm as the 

dispenser of justice; the providence, the arbiter of destiny. On the other hand, he comes as 

loving father, expert guide and most benevolent resource. An ordinary devotee like me at 

times gets perplexed while balancing the dual views of Sri Sri Thakur.          

In this zone of action, two broad types of activities keep the devotees engaged. One type is 

following Sri Sri Thakur’s core principle in personal conducts and self-discipline; and the 

second type is applying Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology in worldly activities; which means, living life 

and conducting all activities in synch with Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology. This proportion of division 

between the types of action vary amongst devotees; and the proportion of division also 

varies for one devotee across the stages in life cycle. The classification has been done based 

on general observation; therefore, can be said to be intuitive. There is nothing stereotype nor 

any uniformity in this status of division.    

The former type of activity is closely related to Sri Sri Thakur’s daily spiritual practices, like 

meditation and prayer, purity and integrity in thought and action and offering oblation, and 

so on. Along with these also come some collective activities, which are performed together 

with other devotees in the vicinity and with like-minded devotees. These activities center 

around mobilization of resources, namely, man, money and materials for the promotion of 

Sri Sri Thakur’s interest and establishment. Everything put together is known as इष्ट कर्म, 

which means works for Sri Sri Thakur. There are innumerable variations of activities which 



can be considered to fall in this type. One necessary feature of these activities is that these 

are ideologically prescribed by Sri Sri Thakur and hence, these are sweepingly considered to 

have divine sanction. It is considered that following these principles, in their pristine 

formulation, can help one to acquire higher spiritual status. Remaining within the zone of 

practice of the principles amounts to gathering strength. It is here, one tends to brush with 

three faces of Sri Sri Thakur; viz, Thakur the ‘person’, Thakur the ‘principle’ and Thakur the 

‘power’.    

The second type of activities that fall in this zone pertains to one’s profession that everyone 

does for living. Those activities are wide ranging, starting from ‘business’ till ‘job’ in formal 

and informal sector. That could also include such unorganized work as daily wag earning and 

gig workers. Activities in this category build social identify, financial status and living style. 

Society assesses outcome of these activities and accords rewards and punishment in 

accordance with established socio-economic and ethical norms and standards.  

To a naïve mind, it may sound that these are worldly activities and hence remain outside the 

scope of activities that can be said to be related to Sri Sri Thakur’s ideological domain. But 

large number of devotees having grip on Sri Sri Thakur’s ideological framework, including his 

own life’s demonstration, would subscribe to the view that all our activities, covering all 

walks of life, in all stages of life and in all spheres of life, have place in Sri Sri Thakur’s 

ideological purview. Further, Sri Sri Thakur wanted people to lead successful life, beautiful 

life, enjoyable life, mastering all the tricks of living under prevailing socio-economic and 

political situation. All aspects of life must be brought under the disciplinary tenor which Sri 

Sri Thakur has outlined in his ideological framework. Therefore, a proper appreciation of Sri 

Sri Thakur’s ideological paradigm would leave no aspect of life as mundane and nothing as 

profane so as to find place outside Sri Sri Thakur’s purview.  

Sound health, capacity to earn, good social network and skillful accomplishment of 

responsibilities are some of the features which Sri Sri Thakur would always want his disciples 

to be endowed with and to be cultivated. Some of these aspects need conditions where 

collective and state support are required. Some conditions are inherited from parental 



lineage. Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology expects every disciple to be aware of all such aspects and 

work towards creating congenial conditions for the overall happiness of life. 

This zone, replete with activities, is the most visible and vocal part of life, in terms of actions, 

reactions and consequences. What is generally seen as life, with tide and ebb, hopes and 

despair, joys and sorrows, everything get played out in this zone. In all these waves, a devotee 

probably senses the role that Sri Sri Thakur plays silently. That does in no way belittle the 

responsibility, coupled with aspiration and perspiration, of the individual devotee. The life 

here moves on roller coaster, in the midst of din and dust of the environment, trials and 

tribulations originating from nowhere, in the midst of rough and tumble of social life. The 

person concerned remains at the center, with his life on the firing line. Life here is positioned 

like battle front, where failure is as much meaningful as success. Emotional balance is as 

much real as physical strength. Here one deals with unknowns whereas devotees, by and 

large, aspire to have certainty and security, based on their faith on the invisible and invincible 

protection assured by Sri Sri Thakur. One fights against fate, which has unknown origin and 

uncertain depth. Sri Sri Thakur’s universal solution for these kinds of hard situations in life at 

times comes with tough and tumultuous tremors. A devotee struggles to work on all these 

factors with groan and grin on the one side and Sri Sri Thakur’s smiling face on the other side.  

Some time, for some devotees, it may be tempting to be reclusive and remain inactive, under 

the privilege of the blissful association of Sri Sri Thakur, that provides cooling shelter on the 

oasis of chaotic life. It may be easy for a devotee to get submerged in the ocean of love and 

be relaxed. It may be natural for an intellectual devotee to get immersed in the pool of Sri Sri 

Thakur’s literature and quench the thirst of curiosity. All such devotees someday will come 

around and find themselves at work that would be ordained as labour for love. They would 

still remain in the endless quest for knowledge and devotion as they rally around the pivot 

that enjoins work as worship. Irrespective of inclination towards thoughtful emotion, 

encounter with hard realities prodding to brush with work seems to be inescapable.  

 

 



Action Orientation at the Beginning of Life 

A growing child, with daring heart and dreamy eyes, gets buoyed up with the unfolding 

mysteries of life, backed by the clarity and curiosity that the child discovers in Sri Sri Thakur’s 

mission. As the child identifies with the mission, he gets elated and expanded, and envisions 

his future in the distant horizon. He strives to remains submerged in the enormity of Sri Sri 

Thakur’s persona of expressed divinity and manifest eternity. He grows under the iterative 

impression of Sri Sri Thakur’s guidance. He observes an emerging environment of purity, love 

and brotherhood in the satsang movement. At this stage, he is confronted with the confines 

of satsang community on the one hand and the expanse of an ever-intriguing world that he 

experiences, on the other. His activities may get influenced by this dilemmatic fusion of two 

worldviews. He listens to Sri Sri Thakur’s voice that says that happiness comes with 

expansion, and any cult and discipline, save and except that coming from the Sri Sri Thakur, 

could camouflage the confinement. He has to stand for himself, explore his own identity and 

be responsible for his acts of commission and omission. He may mix up his experiential 

illusion with divine dispensation. This clearly presents a zone of risk for budding devotees, 

where in possibly enthusiasm clashes with obedience. Sri Sri Thakur’s world presents itself 

as layered environments and strange circumstances. Only pointer that the child follows is 

the one that drives action. He is less worried about direction than being cocooned in 

inaction.   

Expansion, proliferation and acceleration are the rules of game at growing and formative 

phase of life, which typically refers to student phase of life. Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology provides 

the lamp, but the proximate environment carrying Sri Sri Thakur’s message and mission, by 

their approach and outlook, may represent the proverbial dark area below the lamp. Sri Sri 

Thakur, the person and the principle and the environment largely comprising of the 

institutions and communities, who are said to represent Sri Sri Thakur, these two may not 

share the same vibes and may not be provide the feed for growth. As one goes deeper into 

practice of Sri Sri Thakur’s principles, the young devotee need not confine himself  or herself 

in the so called satsang environment. The personality features of self-confidence, self-

awareness and self-assessment, unbiased and undeterred by parochialism of any sort may 



triumph. Where the immediate devotional environment becomes inward-looking, the young 

devotee must still preserve expansion, learning, competence and responsible engagement 

with the wider world.       

Practice Zone 3 – Adversity and Transformation   

In ideal situation, which may not be a reality for all the devotees, the activities in zone two 

are stacked on the activities in zone one. This in other words means that a devotee gets 

himself internally empowered and builds his or her worldly activities on the inner strength 

that he or she forms by virtue of following the core principles of Sri Sri Thakur, with allegiance 

and adherence. This reinforcing process of maturing and balancing between energy and 

action creates virtuous spiral of movement from strength to strengthen. This also means that 

the activities in zone two always remain aligned with the activities in zone one. The works a 

devotee does in zone two are not deviated from the principles and expectations of Sri Sri 

Thakur, which constitute the bedrock of zone one.  

There comes a time, however, may not for all in same degree and intensity, when a devotee 

finds himself in distressful situation. A devotee may fall into the morass of crippling and 

unremitting adversities. He finds himself in throes of engulfing crises. In this zone of 

adversity, all that he does by way of reactions aim to sustain and survive. He lays himself 

down at the redeeming feet of Sri Sri Thakur for solace and salvation. Those activities in our 

construct may be said to be happening in zone three.     

This zone invokes inner strength as the devotee keeps on leaning on the support and strength 

of Sri Sri Thakur. How do that support and strength come and help the victim to survive and 

sustain remains in mystery. It is being said as mystery because, we fail to decipher as to what 

happens then. The sense of causality and logic of ordinary mortal cease to function here. 

This becomes zone of mercy and metamorphosis. What works there can best be said as 

divine dispensation.  

A true devotee hardly suffers from isolation and alienation, as he remains engaged in 

activities dedicated to fulfil Him.  It is evidenced that Sri Sri Thakur remains by the side of the 

devotee in distress. Here also, as in other two zones, the bootstraps of activities come handy. 



Prayer, meditation and feelings of gratitude remain the heartthrobs of this passage. A 

devotee out of sheer desperation prays for merciful rescue and relief. Sri Sri Thakur plays the 

role of redeemer by helping the suffers to bring them under the scope of deliverance that are 

caused in practice zone one and two.  

Large part of people world over finds themselves perennially fixed in this zone. Despite all 

progress that civilization has made and is proud of, world is witnessing drastic deprivations 

like hunger, malnutrition, disability of various kinds and afflictions caused by calamities 

including man-made destructions. These sections of people certainly do not remain outside 

the merciful gaze of Sri Sri Thakur. Devotees of Sri Sri Thakur owe service to these sections, 

while helping to bring them within the cover of practice zone one and two as mentioned in 

the earlier part of the article and summarized in table below.    

Table 2 – Zone of Practices    

Zone Nature Purpose 

Zone 1 Devotional discipline Inner strengthening 

Zone 2 Worldly engagement Application, action and growth 

Zone 3 Adversity and crisis Gratitude, fortitude, forbearance and 
transformation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 2. The devotee's growth expands from self-discipline to satsang fellowship and 
ultimately into wider society, where the Ideal finds its fullest expression through action 
and contribution. 

 

Conclusion  

The question that increasingly confronts those who never had the privilege of living in Sri Sri 

Thakur's physical presence is deceptively simple: What does it mean to live with Sri Sri 

Thakur when Sri Sri Thakur is no longer physically present? Devotees who came after 1969 

inevitably encounter Him differently from those who experienced His direct companionship. 

Over time, collective memory has naturally sought expression through temples, portraits, 

rituals, commemorations and organized activities. Such developments are understandable 

and perhaps historically inevitable. Human societies preserve cherished personalities 

through symbols and institutions. Yet there remains a risk that the living Ideal gradually 

becomes transformed into a distant object of reverence. 

The essential challenge, therefore, is not merely how to worship Sri Sri Thakur but how to live 

with Him. His purpose appears to have been far greater than the creation of a devotional 

community centred upon ritual expression. He sought transformation of life itself. Living with 

Sri Sri Thakur means bringing His principles into the entirety of one's existence, comprising 

Wider Society  
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of family life, professional work, social conduct, civic responsibility, intellectual growth and 

spiritual aspiration. In this understanding, devotion is not an end in itself but a source of 

energy for constructive action. The true measure of attachment to the Ideal lies less in visible 

expressions of submission and more in the quality of one's work, relationships, character 

and contribution to society. Allegiance to Ideal and submission to His sovereignty constitute 

the foundation.  

A living movement cannot sustain itself merely through preservation of memory. It must 

continuously generate capable, creative and socially effective individuals. If devotion does 

not translate into competence, achievement, leadership and service, the movement risks 

becoming inward-looking and self-referential. The future vitality of satsang may therefore 

depend not only on maintaining rituals, institutions and traditions, but also on its ability to 

inspire devotees to excel in every sphere of life and to carry Sri Sri Thakur's ideals into the 

wider currents of society. 

By implication then, the devotee's field of growth cannot remain confined within the 

boundaries of the satsang community. The wider environment, covering the workplace, 

neighbourhood, institutions, professions and the diverse communities with whom one 

interacts, constitute the real arena of spiritual practice. If Sri Sri Thakur is to be lived rather 

than merely remembered, then engagement with life must progressively widen, the impulse 

originating at the self. Expanded outlook, broader human interaction, and responsible action 

in the world become indispensable instruments of growth. Spiritual advancement occurs 

not through withdrawal into a circle of like-minded devotees, but through increasing capacity 

to serve, understand, organise, create and contribute within the larger society. Dependence 

on Sri Sri Thakur must therefore coexist with personal initiative, responsibility and effort to 

exert. The devotee who carries the Ideal into ever-widening circles of life may, in fact, come 

closer to living with Sri Sri Thakur than the stereotypical one whose devotion remains largely 

confined to acts of worship. In that sense, living with Sri Sri Thakur and working for self are 

not separate pursuits; they are two dimensions of the same continuous effort to translate 

devotion into life. 


