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Friction—Yes; War—No: Reflection on Talnavmi 2026
A Birthday Tribute to Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra on Talnavmi 2026
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TALNAVMI strangely seems to arrive ahead of its time. We commemorate a birth that
occurred in 1888, yet many issues that Sri Sri Thakur addressed appear more urgent today
than they did during his lifetime. Perhaps this is one mark of the prophet of the age: he
works upon the conditions of the future. Born on the Talnavmi of 1888, Sri Sri Thakur
Anukul Chandra heralded a new era of sensitivity, exploration and materialization in diverse
spheres of human endeavour. Among the many purposes he served was the averting of
impending disasters in their varied forms. Calamities were anticipated, bypassed or
proactively managed. Yet dangers averted, remitted or attenuated seldom become visible
and are rarely celebrated. Much of such preventing and preempting works therefore
remained unnoticed and unceremonised.

Human history records wars fought, lives lost and civilizations damaged; it has no
comparable ledger for wars prevented, hostilities softened, lives saved and destructive
impulses transformed before they became events. Prevention is therefore largely invisible.
Yet the highest form of intervention may lie precisely there; not in repairing catastrophe
after it occurs, but in working upon its causes before catastrophe becomes inevitable.
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Unfortunate developments come with different scale of intensity and impact. Mankind
suffers on various accounts such as accidents, natural calamities and wars, all of different
proportions. Sri Sri Thakur could visualize the future that was likely to come. No, that was
not the case, as future never came as deterministic occurrence. Future unfolds the way we
work for it in the present. So, the clue to the shape of future lies in the hands of people who
are managing the present.

For Sri Sri Thakur, therefore, foresight need not mean passive prediction. The future is
not merely something waiting to happen; it is continuously being constructed by the
dispositions, relationships, institutions and actions of the present. To influence the future
is consequently to work upon its causes today. Sri Sri Thakur did maneuver the causes that
could otherwise be instrumental in inviting dangerous events in the future. That is how he
worked to avert many dangerous possibilities and, for those who experience his continuing
presence, how he remains at work even today.

The relevance of Sri Sri Thakur’s life and message becomes even more compelling when
considered against a defining paradox of contemporary civilization: humanity has acquired
extraordinary capacity for progress and, simultaneously, extraordinary capacity for
destruction. Science and technology have equipped civilization to conquer disease, connect
continents, explore space and create unprecedented material abundance; the same
capabilities have also multiplied the reach and intensity of destruction. Technology itself
does not determine which way civilization moves. Much depends upon the human mind,
values and relationships that direct its use. The question before our age, therefore, is not
merely how much more powerful mankind can become, but whether human beings can
become sufficiently sensitive, responsible and mutually adjusted to handle that power. It is
here that Sri Sri Thakur's lifelong concern with the making of man, preservation of life and
adjustment of relationships assumes a distinctly contemporary significance.

The contemporary world makes this question painfully concrete. As wars destroy lives,
institutions and accumulated human achievement, we must ask: why do such conflicts arise,
who benefits from them, and where does responsibility for human and material destruction
ultimately lie?

The seeds of war are sown in human minds much before the missiles are fired and
bombs are dropped. Wars are directly and indirectly caused by poisonous, obstinate and
cruel minds and activities arising out of such minds. Many heinous minds play sinister roles
in different capacities. And that is how disastrous motives go on building up and eventually
erupts in catastrophe.
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If wars begin in human minds long before these begin on battlefields, the work of peace
must also begin there. Sri Sri Thakur worked to make the minds sensitive to other people’s
woes; he pursued this on a universal plane. He caused enormous positive forces to shape
minds and weakened powerful negative impulses. The forces shaping the lives of
individuals, families, groups, societies and the world will be better, if Sri Sri Thakur’s path
is followed. That is the message of love, peace, friendship and righteousness. His message
of “being, becoming and belonging” acquires particular significance in a fractured world.
Being affirms life; becoming calls for its continuous fulfilment; belonging enlarges the self
through relationship with others. A civilization grounded in these impulses would not
eliminate difference or disagreement. It would, however, possess stronger safeguards
against converting difference into hatred and disagreement into destruction.

Peace does not require the disappearance of friction. Human beings will continue to
differ in interest, temperament, belief and aspiration. Such differences may even stimulate
adjustment, discovery and growth. The civilizational challenge is not to abolish friction, but
to prevent it from hardening into hatred, and to prevent conflict from escalating into
annihilation. Friction—yes; war—no.

On this Talnavmi, therefore, remembrance may mean something more than celebration.
It may mean giving his wish a chance through our own conduct: becoming less hostile, more
sensitive to another’s existence, more capable of adjustment without surrendering
righteousness, and more determined to resist the forces that turn friction into destruction.
“Do never die, nor cause death; but resist death to death.” Perhaps the road to a less war-
torn world begins within the dispositions and relationships we cultivate every day.

(Institute of Indo-Aryan Studies is blessed to pay tribute to Sri Sri Thakur Anukul
Chandra on 20.09.2026, on his 139th birthday.)
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